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 Grandparents Raising 

Grandchildren (GRG)  

Holiday Party News!  

The Holiday              

Party for GRG                         

was a Success! 

Thanks to the 

hard work and 

planning of    

Bradley          

University    

Counseling and 

Research                       

Department, CIAA staff and volunteers and community 

donations for gifts including Senior Care Network and 

many others!  
 

The Peoria RiverPlex Gym on December 15th slowly 

filled with about 90 grandchildren of all different ages 

from infant through high school age.   They had food, 

time to play basketball, tumbling on mats, crafts, a 

Yoga/Relaxation seminar for the Grandparents, Santa 

Claus visit with kids and gifts provided for all                     

grandchildren!  
 

One popular activity for Grandkids was the craft table 

this year where CIAA staff, Zelena Winters and a                     

volunteer provided a craft activity which made pillow 

cases into girlôs dresses that would be shipped to                   

children in Africa.  Volunteer. Thank you to staff and 

Bradley for making this a great event and one that        

provides a little extra joy for our grandparent families!   

Mitch Forrest MSW, LSW, CIRS-A/D  
Family Caregiver Information and Assistance Specialist 

 

 

Central Illinois Agency on Aging, Inc. 

Grandparents 
Raising 

Grandchildren 

Help is available for GRG in Illinois  

through the Family Caregiver Program  

 ̈ Our Information and Assistance Specialists try to 

find the help you need in your area. 
 

 ̈ We offer support groups and counseling, through a 

contract with Bradley University Counseling and 

Research. 
 

 ̈ We offer social events, holiday parties, and back-to

-school supplies, to name just a few activities offered. 
 

 ̈ We offer respite care, for example: help with the 

cost of summer camps. 

What We Do 

Why Do Children Live with                      
Their Grandparents? 

Substance Abuse 

Divorce 

Incarceration/Missing 

Illness and Death 

Family Abuse and Neglect 

Teen Pregnancy 

Unemployment 

Military Deployment 

WE CAN HELP! 
 

                                          Contact  

                      Mitch Forrest MSW, LSW, CIRS-A/D                                            

Family Caregiver Information and Assistance Specialist 

                                              309-674-2071  

                                      MForrest@ciaoa.net   



 

 

Renee Razo, B.A., B.S., CIRS 
Director of Program Management 

òTouch A Heartó Celebrates the Holiday Season 
 

Central Illinois Agency on Aging, Inc. would like to thank                   

everyone that participated in our òTouch A Heartó Holiday 

Gift Campaign and òSocks for Seniorsó Program this past    

holiday season.  Through generous donations of gifts, socks, 

and cash we were able to brighten the holiday of all                            

70 residents of Hurlburt House Apartments.  Items were also 

provided to Salvation Army Veteran Outreach Center and          

Peoria Rescue Mission.  It was truly a group effort! 

 

CIAA would like to thank the following individuals, groups, and business for helping us                  

remember area seniors and individuals with disabilities this holiday season. 

Addus Healthcare 

Beth Stalker 

Barry Beck 

Christine Matlock 

Marjorie Douglas 

Raymond Russ 

Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxillary 

Debbie McGlothin 

Heartwarming Hats-First Baptist Church 

Saint Francis Medical Center College of Nursing Students, 

Faculty of Older Adult Class, and Administration 

OSF Performance & Improvement Division 

OSF Research Department 

Sally Brown 

Jewel Gibson 

Roger Hawk 

Humana 

Renee Razo 

Mitch Forrest 

Tim and Kelly Sahr 

Susan Needham-Ricks 

Cindy Dermody 

Women In Leadership 

Cindy Levingston 

Roger Sparks 
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#ôýăāðû )ûûøýþøĂ !öôýòĈ þý !öøýö ĆþĄûó ûøúô ăþ ă÷ðýú ă÷ô õþûûþĆøýö ò÷Ąāò÷ôĂ õþā ă÷ôøā ăøüôʿ óôąþăøþý 

ðýó Ăôāąøòô øý ÿāôÿðāøýö ă÷ôĂô .ôĆ 9ôðāĂˑ $ðĈ -ôðûĂ õþā ÷þüôñþĄýó ĂôýøþāĂ øý                                                  

0ôþāøð ðýó 4ðĉôĆôûû #þĄýăøôĂ˅ 
 

"ôă÷ôû 5ýøăôó -ôă÷þóøĂă #÷Ąāò÷ʿ .ôĆ -þāýøýö 3ăðā -øĂĂøþýðāĈ "ðÿăøĂă #÷Ąāò÷                 

øý 0ôþāøð ðýó &øāĂă "ðÿăøĂă #÷Ąāò÷ øý 0ôúøý˅ 
 

/āöðýøĉôāĂ õþā ă÷ôĂô üôðûĂ ðă ă÷ô āôĂÿôòăøąô ò÷Ąāò÷ôĂ ðāôˁ -ā˅ %ó &Ąýò÷ôĂʿ -Ă˅ *þ÷ýýøô ,þòúôāʿ 

˭"ôă÷ôûˮˀ  -Ă˅ &ðýýøô 7øûûøðüĂʿ -Ă˅ ,øýóð "Ĉāó ðýó -ā˅ *øüüĈ -ò$þýðûó ˭.ôĆ -þāýøýö 3ăðāˮˀ                       

-Ă˅ 'ðĈûð ,þýöʿ ˭&øāĂă "ðÿăøĂăˮ ðûþýö Ćøă÷ üðýĈ üôüñôāĂ õāþü ă÷ôĂô ò÷Ąāò÷ôĂ òþüüøă ăøüôʿ                             

ôýôāöĈ ðýó ÿðĂĂøþý õþā ă÷øĂ ÿāþöāðü˅ 
 

3ôąôý ÷Ąýóāôó ĂøćăĈ õþĄā є˭ѓёˮ üôðûĂ Ćôāô Ăôāąôó ă÷øĂ .ôĆ 9ôðāĂˑ $ðĈ øý ñôûþĆ ĉôāþ ăôüÿôāðăĄāôĂ˅ 

We want to THANK many members of the Downtown Rotary Club, Peoria Kiwanis Club,                   

Key Club students from Peoria High, Richwoods, and Peoria Notre Dame,                                          

Renaldo and Peggy Jacques, Betty Porter and family, Jerry James, Walter and Judy Porter and 

Rena Webster-Horton and members of the churches that also prepared meals for helping to 

deliver these meals on such a very cold New Yearõs Day.  

By: Beth Stalker, Program Manager  for Nutrition and Legal Services 
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